
The Farmer Advocacy Program seeks to
encourage farmers to attend meetings
related to natural resource concerns. We
need YOUR voice at the table!

We work closely with farmers and other land
stewards, so we hear their stories about what
it’s actually like to manage the working
landscape and implement conservation
practices. One of the goals of the Orleans
County Conservation District is to make sure
farmer voices are represented and amplified.
We realize it would be far better to have you
represent the perspective of farmers at
meetings by sharing your impressions
directly with legislators, federal officials, and
program managers in state agencies.

Your participation really makes a difference.
When someone shows up to share a
perspective from "on the ground," decision
makers really listen. 

Only YOU can tell your story! We hope
you will consider becoming one of our
farmer advocates.

O R L E A N S  C O U N T Y  N R C D
F A R M E R  A D V O C A C Y
P R O G R A M

CONTACT:

Sarah Damsell
OCNRCD District Manager
802.624.7008 
sarah.damsell@orleanscountynrcd.org

O V E R V I E W

S T I P E N D S  F O R  F A R M E R S  
T O  A T T E N D  M E E T I N G S  A B O U T
N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E  C O N C E R N S

To enroll in the Farmer Advocate Program:
1. Contact OCNRCD to express your

interest; we will follow up with a short
application

2. Check out the listing of advocacy
opportunities at upcoming events,
meetings, and public forums on our
website at: orleanscountynrcd.org

3. Once your application is reviewed, you
will be added to our listserv to be
alerted of upcoming meetings and be
prepared to attend them

4. You will receive a stipend for attending
meetings after completing a short
survey for each event

5. We will provide preparatory information
in advance of the meeting as well as
periodic trainings on how to advocate
and effectively meet with agencies,
legislators, and other decision makers.

E N R O L L I N G  I N  T H E  P R O G R A M

C O M P E N S A T I O N
We know farmers are busy and that we are
asking a lot of you to attend meetings.
Therefore, we created the opportunity to
pay you a $50 stipend to attend a meeting
related to natural resource concerns.

“We cannot depend on windshield surveys
and office planning to carry out a job of the
complexity and magnitude of safeguarding

our farmland and controlling floods.”

Hugh Hammond Bennett, 1959, 
the Father of Soil Conservation


