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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OCNRCD Now Accepting Farm Applications for New “Marketing
Conservation” Program

Newport, VT—The Orleans County Natural Resources Conservation District (OCNRCD) is now
accepting applications from local farms for a new pilot program called the Marketing
Conservation Farm Cohort. OCNRCD will select four Orleans County farms to take part.

This program helps farmers showcase the conservation work they do every day. Farmers care
for the land, water, and soil that keep Vermont Strong. OCNRCD wants to help farmers tell
these stories in clear, simple ways that reach neighbors, customers, and other producers.

The program welcomes many types of farms, including vegetable and produce, maple
operations, dairy, livestock, medical growers, and other land-based businesses rooted in
Orleans County.

About the Marketing Conservation Program
Marketing Conservation is funded by the Agriculture Clean Water Initiative Program (AgCWIP).
The goal is simple: help farmers share their conservation work with the community.

OCNRCD has shared conservation stories for years, but the most powerful messages come
from the farmers themselves. This program gives farmers tools and support to talk about:

e How they protect soil and water

e Their stewardship values

e Conservation practices they use on their land

e Improvements they are making for long-term sustainability

“Our farms are the heart of Orleans County. Farmers are carrying so much these days, and
sharing their story often falls to the bottom of a very long list. But farmers deserve to be
recognized—Iloudly, proudly, and in their own words. This program is about giving farms the



tools and confidence to share the conservation work they’re already doing, and helping make
sure their voices are heard.”

— Rebekkah Hochman, Community Engagement & Communications Program Specialist,
OCNRCD

Each selected farm will receive free marketing support valued at $7,500, plus a small stipend
to offset time commitments..

What Selected Farms Will Receive
Farms will work with OCNRCD’s Community Engagement Specialist and a professional
marketing consultant from February through November 2026

Support may include:
e A one-day conservation and communications training
A marketing plan focused on the farm’s conservation story
Help developing strong visual and written branding
Support improving online presence
A chance to connect with other farmers through the NEK Conservation Farmer
Facebook Group
By the end of the program, farms will have long-lasting tools to share their story, build trust with
customers, and inspire other farmers who are considering conservation practices.

Who Should Apply
Farmers who:
e Operate a farm in Orleans County, Vermont
e Use or are beginning to use conservation practices such as buffers, nutrient
management, easements, rotational grazing, soil health work, crop rotations, or
pollinator support
e \Want to share their stewardship values with the public
e Are interested in improving their marketing and outreach
e Can commit to participating in the full program
Farms of any size and type with a conservation story to tell are encouraged to apply.

How to Apply
Applications are open through January 20, 2026. Visit our website, www.orleanscountynrcd.org,
and complete the application form. Be ready to describe your current conservation practices.

To apply or ask questions, contact:
Rebekkah Hochman
Community Engagement & Communications Program Specialist

Rebekkah.Hochman@orleanscountynrcd.org

About OCNRCD
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The Orleans County Natural Resources Conservation District supports and protects the natural
resources of Orleans County. We work with farmers, landowners, and community partners. We
offer outreach, education, and technical help.
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